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first as an Operations Officer to a Ma-
rine Expeditionary Unit in 2003, and
then as a Battalion Commander in
Fallujah, Iraq in 2004. His battalion
was involved in the Battle of Fallujah,
which saw some of the most intense
house-to-house fighting of the war.
Many proud Marines under his com-
mand gave their lives in that battle.

Over the past 24 months, his unselfish
devotion to duty, exceptional perform-
ance, and outstanding professionalism
have translated into invaluable service
to the Senate. He has advised Members
and Senate staff members on matters
of great importance to the United
States Marine Corps. In the fluid na-
ture of the legislative cycle, he distin-
guished himself by establishing and de-
veloping great working relationships
with Senators and their staffs. He re-
sponded to thousands of congressional
inquiries, ranging from such sensitive
issues as notification of combat casual-
ties, to providing timely information
on the operations and budget of the
Marine Corps.

He also planned and executed ap-
proximately 15 international congres-
sional delegations. I had the pleasure
of traveling on several of these con-
gressional delegations with Colonel
Olson. His acumen for social inter-
action carried over into Colonel Olson’s
ability to represent his service at nu-
merous Marine Corps and Joint Service
social events on Capitol Hill. Among
others, these events included the Ma-
rine Corps Birthday Commemoration,
the Joint Services Reception, and sev-
eral Marine Corps fall and spring recep-
tions—all important events that en-
abled me and my Senate colleagues to
maintain close relationships with the
Marine Corps’ senior leadership.

On behalf of the Senate, I thank
Colonel Olson for his continued service
to the Nation and the United States
Marine Corps, and I thank his wife,
Dawn, for her steadfast support while
he fulfilled this essential duty. As
Gregg departs the Senate to assume
command of the 11th Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit at Camp Pendleton, CA,
we in the U.S. Senate wish him all the
best.

———————

HONORING TROOPER DAVID
SHAWN BLANTON, JR.

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor the life of North Caro-
lina State Trooper David Shawn
Blanton, Jr., who was tragically killed
on June 18 during a routine traffic stop
near Canton, NC. David is the 59th
North Carolina State Trooper to have
been killed in the line of duty.

David was only 24 years old and was
a 2-year veteran of the North Carolina
Highway Patrol. He was a native of
Sylva, NC, and a 2002 graduate of
Smoky Mountain High School where he
was a football and wrestling star.

We are all grateful for David’s dedi-
cation to protecting the citizens of
North Carolina. He lived in Cherokee
with his wife Michaela, who had just
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given birth to their son Tye 2 weeks
ago.

David was a member of the Eastern
Band of the Cherokee Indian Tribe and
the first member of that tribe to serve
with the Highway Patrol. In addition
to being a State trooper, David volun-
teered as the Junior Varsity softball
coach at Smoky Mountain High
School.

Along with his wife Michaela and son
Tye, David is survived by his father,
David S. Blanton, Sr., mother, Jennifer
Blanton, and younger brother, Jesse
Blanton.

David’s friends, family, fellow troop-
ers, and the people of North Carolina
are mourning this very tragic loss.

I know there are no words I can offer
to help comfort Michaela and other
members of the Blanton family, but I
hope my colleagues in the Senate will
join me in keeping them in our
thoughts and prayers.

David gave his life in service to our
State, and this ultimate sacrifice
should never be forgotten.

I send my deepest condolences to all
who had the privilege of knowing this
young man who gave his life in service
to our State.

———

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH
ENERGY PRICES

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, earlier
this week, I asked Idahoans to share
with me how high energy prices are af-
fecting their lives, and they responded
by the hundreds. The stories, now num-
bering over 1,000, are heartbreaking
and touching. To respect their efforts,
I am submitting every e-mail sent to
me through energy_prices@crapo
.senate.gov to the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. This is not an issue that will
be easily resolved, but it is one that de-
serves immediate and serious atten-
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard.
Their stories not only detail their
struggles to meet everyday expenses,
but also have suggestions and rec-
ommendations as to what Congress can
do now to tackle this problem and find
solutions that last beyond today. I ask
unanimous consent to have printed in
the RECORD today’s letters.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

SENATOR CRAPO: We are not going to be
able to take any time to enjoy our great
state of Idaho this summer as with years
past. The gas to go and return from our fa-
vorite spots like Stanley basin, Warm Lake,
McCall’s Ponderosa State Park is just too
much to make it enjoyable. The cost of food
clearly is reflective of the fuel pricing. This
just makes it far too expensive to go any-
where this summer. I am absolutely dis-
gusted in the way our government is allow-
ing this to happen to the American people.

I look forward to a movement to begin re-
commissioning our own drilling rigs that
still sit idle in the Gulf of Mexico.

I look forward to a movement to begin
drilling on our own land for oil that we all
know is right under our own borders.

I look forward to a movement to release
and discontinue the excessive storage of
emergency fuels.
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I also know that I am not alone in moni-
toring the existing administration who will
not lobby for these items I list to be ad-
dressed and resolved. It is time we start tak-
ing care of our own with our own resources.
This includes limiting the impacts on the
greater population by the loud concerns of a
few groups. With today’s technology we can
certainly drill and protect our environment
and begin to reduce greatly our dependence
on foreign o0il(s).

Respectfully,
BILL, Boise.

DEAR SENATOR CRAPO: As one of those who
voted for you I am pleased to provide a bit of
input on the costs of fuel and the impact on
myself, my family, and my business.

Just like the majority of Idaho families,
our family has been directly impacted by the
very high prices of gasoline and the way it
happened ... so quickly and without re-
prieve or real alternatives.

In my business, I must have a good supply
of gasoline in order to function. I operate a
flight training school for pilots in Nampa.
My costs for fuel are always around $10,000
per year and that is normally my one major
expense associated with my business outside
of the other normal overhead costs any other
business has. Even so, it is the Numero Uno
cost for my business, and now it is about 50%
increased from that already very high price.
What compounds this loss is that so many
people have become too financially short
that my customer base is very low now.

Normally, in the past 7 years, I would be
looking at a full student schedule, with at
least 3 or 4 on a waiting list. This year, I
have a 20% load and no waiting list. It is
that sparse due to the economy, then com-
pounded by the very high fuel costs.

Thanks for the opportunity to provide
some direct input on the subject to your of-
fice.

Sincerely yours,
GARY, Nampa.

DEAR SENATOR: The biggest impact that
gas prices has had on me affects our family.
We have six married children and one single
daughter spread throughout the west. One in
Colorado Springs, CO; another in Mesa, AZ;
two in the Orem, UT, area; another in dental
school at Marquette; and two in the Boise
area. We plan a family reunion every sum-
mer, which is usually our once-a-year gath-
ering. We have cancelled our reunion this
year, scheduled for Colorado Springs, CO, be-
cause of the cost of fuel for everyone. I just
can’t tell you how disappointing it is to all
of us not to have an opportunity to be to-
gether this year. We hope that it will not
stop us next year.

I hear all of the reports that America has
ample supplies but legislation and environ-
mentalists prevent us from developing the
natural resources. We are too late for today,
but tomorrow will be here and we need to be
prepared to provide for ourselves. All that
you can do to make this possible is needed
and necessary. Please do your best to make
it happen.

DoUuG.

PLEASE pass emergency legislation to ex-
ploit America’s natural resources. Authorize
drilling wherever oil companies think there
might be oil or natural gas, authorize nu-
clear energy and wind power. Set up drilling
stations off America’s shores instead of let-
ting Cuba and China take our oil. Show some
resolve and Yankee ingenuity!

Americans will downsize and conserve—the
market will take care of that, but you
should have had us energy independent years
ago. We could be sending money to America
instead of supporting people who do not have
our country’s best interest at heart.



